
Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Operating Expenditures on Salaries and Wages

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 49,153 118,634 318,753 966,240 3,365,981
SQM 54,801 163,906 371,209 1,143,000 5,415,759
TQM 81,425 210,071 517,194 2,356,372 15,032,069

Operating Expenditures on Benefits

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 10,146 20,372 60,917 223,341 757,341
SQM 11,120 25,530 76,005 280,753 1,120,189
TQM 18,425 44,248 103,750 529,797 2,850,241

Total Operating Expenditures on Staff

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 58,457 138,831 396,226 1,184,969 4,088,157
SQM 63,471 195,190 458,020 1,423,753 6,629,157
TQM 94,661 243,657 619,283 2,886,159 17,882,310

Materials Expenditures from Local Funds

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1,482 5,255 10,933 38,999 568,291
SQM 2,315 6,806 22,547 75,280 1,059,647
TQM 6,645 21,562 39,744 427,731 3,692,613
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Materials Expenditures from State Aid

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 18,741 40,123 85,954 201,748 258,780
SQM 21,377 48,257 107,838 208,876 392,209
TQM 34,843 69,184 161,452 275,849 557,339

Total Operating Expenditures on Materials

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 22,330 51,408 103,338 297,706 808,549
SQM 26,066 57,423 147,820 323,508 1,310,421
TQM 36,515 83,663 186,273 634,956 4,251,702

Operating Expenditures on Electronic Materials

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0 97 2,299 17,056 87,432
SQM 0 610 3,177 22,411 127,216
TQM 200 4,916 7,400 35,000 298,572

Operating Expenditures on Electronic Access

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0 60 1,377 4,307 12,903
SQM 0 480 4,189 12,000 113,050
TQM 186 9,620 22,477 73,941 331,749

Total Operating Expenditures

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 100,113 238,352 614,334 1,934,466 5,749,558
SQM 127,693 332,092 773,318 2,266,947 9,927,062
TQM 168,863 415,859 1,127,092 3,955,864 25,494,885
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Total Equipment Expenditures

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1,443 6,293 16,917 59,028 113,803
SQM 2,877 10,148 24,761 81,661 168,736
TQM 5,361 21,377 35,682 101,252 667,837

Total Contractual Expenditures

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1,479 3,308 31,116 67,790 239,837
SQM 2,438 10,236 47,337 81,787 400,370
TQM 7,990 23,605 60,088 171,976 534,970

Total Other Expenditures

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 13,155 31,811 68,050 217,079 570,893
SQM 25,796 42,693 97,788 350,063 1,357,211
TQM 51,904 64,672 154,860 523,423 2,589,885

Capital Outlay

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0 0 0 0 0
SQM 4,075 0 0 6,766 159,447
TQM 53,280 21,587 73,255 335,381 3,299,642

Percentage of Expenditures on Salaries and Wages

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 52.3 50 50.3 53.3 58.2
SQM 54.4 51.5 52.5 54.3 59.4
TQM 56.5 54.5 56.4 58.3 63.7
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Percentage of Expenditures on Benefits

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 8.5 9.6 9.9 12.4 11.3
SQM 11.4 10.2 11.8 12.7 13.4
TQM 12.7 12 13.4 14 13.9

Percentage of Expenditures on Materials

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 21 19.3 16.5 16.8 14.4
SQM 22.2 20.9 18.9 17.7 15.6
TQM 25 25.4 23 20 17.4

Percentage of Expenditures on Other

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 19.7 20.9 22 18.3 15.7
SQM 21.7 22.6 24.8 20.5 20
TQM 35.4 29.7 29.8 25.7 24.8

Operating Expenditures per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 7.64 10.85 14.73 21.20 30.65
SQM 8.66 12.54 18.01 21.62 46.23
TQM 11.37 17.79 22.26 32.70 123.69

Materials Expenditures per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1.49 2.37 2.46 3.42 4.91
SQM 2.08 2.63 3.13 3.89 6.45
TQM 3.18 3.65 4.16 6.30 17.65
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Staff Expenditures per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 4.55 6.69 8.48 14.32 22.07
SQM 5.26 7.64 10.33 14.90 30.66
TQM 6.90 8.71 12.59 21.96 90.11

Other Expenditures per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1.67 2.31 3.06 4.62 5.38
SQM 1.88 2.74 3.61 5.30 9.12
TQM 2.32 4.15 6.63 5.76 16.29

Total Operating Income

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 109,028 244,655 628,988 2,007,906 6,331,718
SQM 130,921 338,201 774,549 2,500,424 10,381,657
TQM 185,236 433,691 1,139,540 4,008,897 25,607,711

Percentage of Operating Income From Local Government

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 63.1 75.6 73.8 76.5 82.3
SQM 70.7 67.1 76.4 78.5 89.3
TQM 75.4 81 80 84.9 96.6

Percentage of Operating Income from Local Sources

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 74.6 75.6 73.8 80 88.4
SQM 78.8 75.9 68.5 82.7 95.5
TQM 80.2 81 80 89.9 97.4

Profiles 2000 24



Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Percentage of Income form State Govenrment

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 21.7 22.9 22.2 14.4 4.5
SQM 23.8 23.6 22.9 17.3 7.1
TQM 27.2 24.8 24.6 21.9 14.9

Percentage of Income From Other Sources

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 8.6 4.7 7.2 4 6.6
SQM 10.8 8.5 9.9 5.2 7.3
TQM 24.1 26.4 14.8 11.5 12.4

Local Government Income per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 4.88 7.17 9.55 17.41 29.38
SQM 5.56 7.89 11.74 17.92 43.42
TQM 7.84 8.39 13.89 26.83 102.82

Local Sources Income per  Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 5.34 8.19 11.13 17.92 30.70
SQM 6.50 8.95 12.84 19.32 46.03
TQM 8.61 15.08 18.25 27.19 108.08

State Government Income per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1.85 2.62 3.06 3.26 1.41
SQM 2.06 2.79 3.41 3.57 2.69
TQM 2.81 4.02 4.81 6.09 18.96
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Income From Other Sources per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0.67 0.42 1.06 0.86 2.14
SQM 0.92 1.04 1.65 1.16 3.03
TQM 1.63 3.81 2.55 2.75 8.91

Total Operating Income per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 7.60 11.12 15.46 22.20 31.97
SQM 8.76 12.86 18.10 23.84 47.72
TQM 11.94 19.21 22.73 34.74 127.04

Number of ALA MLS FTE

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1 1 2 9 31
SQM 1 1 3 10 39
TQM 1 2 5 24 137

Total Number of Paid FTE Staff

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 3 6 16 44 125
SQM 3 8 18.1 53 160
TQM 5 10 26 85 452

Population per Staff FTE

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 4,419 3,669 2,771 2,122 1,661
SQM 3,833 2,873 2,408 1,966 1,281
TQM 3,417 2,334 1,946 1,423 510
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Circulation per Staff FTE

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 12,435 12,138 14,654 14,676 17,272
SQM 9,432 11,309 12,665 12,804 14,983
TQM 6,977 9,830 10,452 8,336 9,761

Registered Borrowers per Staff FTE

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 2,098 1,017 1,277 1,313 1,100
SQM 1,887 871 1,020 1,135 979
TQM 1,451 619 513 822 492

Number of Adult Book Volumes

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 19,861 32,173 71,296 205,148 363,302
SQM 21,269 34,787 81,494 231,978 414,377
TQM 24,833 66,177 99,827 335,686 1,407,861

Number of Young Adult Book Volumes

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 370 426 1,893 2,559 9,128
SQM 937 737 2,865 2,971 22,962
TQM 2,020 1,441 5,443 7,138 30,770

Number of Children's Book Volumes 

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 7,128 13,246 31,909 72,661 181,724
SQM 8,436 16,754 40,553 100,200 251,239
TQM 12,111 27,927 54,156 158,562 746,283
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Number of Bound Peridical Volumes

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0 0 74 314 0
SQM 1 96 212 435 0
TQM 638 377 596 3,356 1,680

Total Number of Book Volumes

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 25,439 46,907 107,622 298,665 572,460
SQM 30,574 50,907 133,092 321,760 709,323
TQM 38,557 95,992 152,342 559,723 2,154,144

Number of Audio Materials

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 678 831 2,257 7,064 30,435
SQM 918 1209 2,889 9,488 46,109
TQM 1,235 2,571 4,740 16,966 56,699

Number of Video Materials

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 539 635 1,951 4,194 10,547
SQM 809 730 2,404 5,262 14,543
TQM 1,525 2,096 3,780 10,099 31,124

Number of Microfilms

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0 193 1,347 13,633 6,344
SQM 11 304 9,743 36,812 54,419
TQM 166 5,529 38,207 97,833 517,770
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Number of Current Serial Subscriptions

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 64 129 236 739 1,712
SQM 67 158 282 905 2,054
TQM 120 231 401 1,211 2,695

Number of Computer Software Materials

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0 7 38 26 65
SQM 18 11 67 50 148
TQM 43 32 117 333 293

Number of Uncataloged Paperback Volumes

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1,409 960 1,577 3,020 4,750
SQM 2,000 1,450 2,950 8,995 11,425
TQM 2,840 2,554 5,814 18,317 65,508

Total Number of Other Materials

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0 0 8 8 167
SQM 26 46 72 128 3,292
TQM 257 407 813 6,271 8,107

Total Number of Materials

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 28,129 53,090 122,890 340,703 612,593
SQM 34,908 61,448 151,504 357,055 845,887
TQM 45,643 98,780 190,867 793,596 2,729,030
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Percentage of Total Items in Book Volumes

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 89.5 92 84 83.1 78.8
SQM 91.1 94.5 90.7 86.5 86.4
TQM 93.9 98 94.2 91.5 94.1

Percentage of Total Items in Audio Materials

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 2.6 1.8 1.8 2.2 5.3
SQM 3.1 2 2.6 2.7 6
TQM 3.5 5 4 5 6.7

Percentage of Total Items in Video Materials

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1.6 1.4 1.6 1.9 2.5
SQM 2.6 1.7 2.3 2.2 3.5
TQM 6.7 4.3 3.3 2.8 4.3

Book Volumes per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 2 2.4 2.6 2.9 2.6
SQM 2.2 2.5 2.8 3.3 3
TQM 3.5 3.9 3.9 4.3 10.6

Audio Items per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0.04 0.05 0.06 0.08 0.18
SQM 0.06 0.08 0.07 0.09 0.22
TQM 0.07 0.18 0.14 0.29 0.51
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Video Items per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0.03 0.04 0.05 0.06 0.08
SQM 0.05 0.05 0.07 0.08 0.14
TQM 0.11 0.12 0.11 0.21 0.41

Subscriptions per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
SQM 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
TQM 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.03

Total Materials per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 2.2 2.4 3.1 3.3 3.4
SQM 2.5 2.7 3.5 4.3 3.7
TQM 3.9 4.6 4.5 5.7 12.8

Circulation

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 30,334 77,984 216,773 575,334 2,394,470
SQM 36,595 96,183 259,080 678,602 2,964,221
TQM 69,971 148,959 372,756 859,322 9,696,887

Circulation per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 2.3 4.3 5.1 6.8 12.5
SQM 2.8 4.4 5.9 7.8 14
TQM 3.2 5.7 7.5 18.9 31.7
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Circulation per Week Open

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 583 1,500 3,866 11,064 46,048
SQM 704 1,850 4,982 13,050 57,004
TQM 1,346 2,865 7,168 16,525 186,479

Circulation per Visit 

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1.6 1.8 1.6 1.1 1.9
SQM 1.7 2.1 1.8 1.3 2
TQM 2.2 3.1 2.1 1.7 2.5

Turnover Rate

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1 1.4 1.9 2 3.5
SQM 1.5 1.6 2.2 2.4 3.6
TQM 1.7 2.1 2.8 2.9 6.6

Children's Circulation

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 10,584 25,228 51,484 130,274 348,400
SQM 12,134 31,212 70,289 187,266 799,638
TQM 22,307 54,274 154,719 351,812 1,363,357

Children's Circulation (Percentage) to Total Circulation

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0.37 0.33 0.33 0.32 0.36
SQM 0.40 0.36 0.38 0.33 0.44
TQM 0.55 0.42 0.44 0.45 0.49
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Cost per Circulation

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 3.39 2.90 2.96 2.83 3.28
SQM 3.37 2.64 2.62 2.72 2.63
TQM 2.34 2.17 2.09 1.96 1.81

Children's Program Attendance

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 731 1,020 7,032 10,713 30,890
SQM 1,123 1,707 8,481 19,109 51,582
TQM 1,913 4,364 15,544 32,834 112,945

Children's Program Attendance per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0.07 0.06 0.16 0.16 0.16
SQM 0.08 0.09 0.22 0.19 0.29
TQM 0.1 0.2 0.34 0.28 0.52

Interlibrary Loan Provided

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0 0 22 506 962
SQM 1 2 124 802 2,040
TQM 3 15 723 2,073 3,553

Interlibrary Loan Received

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 106 161 329 681 1,612
SQM 239 180 438 757 2,872
TQM 309 334 840 1,929 7,301
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Reference Transactions

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 75 5,787 14,095 74,819 350,899
SQM 540 6,911 19,227 110,925 441,007
TQM 5,400 17,899 29,926 141,450 1,082,875

Reference Transactions per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0.01 0.29 0.34 0.9 1.4
SQM 0.05 0.4 0.42 1.1 1.8
TQM 0.28 0.69 0.49 1.5 7.3

Reference Transactions per Week Open

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 2 111 271 1,439 6,748
SQM 10.4 133 370 2,133 8,481
TQM 104 244 576 2,720 20,825

Reference Transactions per Visit

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0.01 0.14 0.1 0.16 0.24
SQM 0.02 0.2 0.13 0.18 0.32
TQM 0.3 0.3 0.33 0.31 0.41

Visits

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 17,634 30,609 101,489 302,268 1,369,948
SQM 24,226 51,832 144,094 410,289 1,529,537
TQM 25,135 78,581 181,278 718,769 4,960,146
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Virginia Public Library Parameters by 
Planning Profile

Visits per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1 2 3 4 6
SQM 2 2 4 5 7
TQM 2 3 7 10 18

Visits per Week

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 339 589 1,952 5,813 26,345
SQM 466 997 2,771 7,890 29,414
TQM 483 1,511 3,486 13,822 95,387

Number of Online Database Searches

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0 0 68 0 5,031
SQM 0 0 838 159 26,098
TQM 73 435 4,560 6,916 308,000

Duplicated Hours Open Annually

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 2,587 3,483 6,708 15,678 24,752
SQM 3,224 4,680 8,346 16,432 28,886
TQM 5,824 6,032 10,452 23,582 56,472

Average Hours Open per Week

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 50 67 129 302 476
SQM 62 90 161 316 555
TQM 112 116 201 454 1,086
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Unduplicated Hours per Week

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 58 50 56 64 64
SQM 50 53 58 65 67
TQM 55 62 64 68 76

HQ Square Footage

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 5,037 7,945 11,350 27,990 44,000
SQM 5,290 8,944 14,000 38,000 51,000
TQM 7,200 13,409 24,311 67,838 95,000

Branch Square Footage

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 3,400 6,610 20,500
SQM 7,500 8,200 25,000
TQM 2,000 3,800 10,000 17,874 30,000

Number of Registered Borrowers

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 6,027 6,227 17,241 53,226 151,070
SQM 7,100 7,448 20,870 74,379 186,813
TQM 14,760 13,761 38,382 122,736 730,388

Registered Borrowers per Capita

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 0.48 0.34 0.45 0.65 0.7
SQM 0.51 0.37 0.52 0.68 0.8
TQM 0.77 0.48 0.77 0.99 2.1

Total Library Outlets

Profile I Profile II Profile III Profile IV Profile V

Median 1 2 4 6 9
SQM 1 3 4 7 11
TQM 3 4 6 9 20
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